THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S SEAWEEDS

nghllghtmg how urgent actlon is needed to save our extraordmary seaweed habitats

The state of the world’s seaweeds report is prompted by an urgent need to safeguard the
world’s seaweeds in the face of devastating impacts from human activities and the climate
crisis. It brings together the most up-to-date scientific evidence on global seaweed diversity
and distribution, the importance of seaweeds for human and planetary health, the threats
seaweeds are facing and the current protection and restoration efforts that are underway to
save them.

Importance of seaweeds

Seaweeds form some of the most
productive habitats on Earth and cover the
largest area of any vegetated marine
ecosystem. They support an immense
amount of marine life, ecosystem services,
millions of livelihoods and contribute to all
17 Sustainable Development Goals.

Seaweeds under threat

Seaweeds are being impacted at an
alarming rate by human activity and the
triple planetary crisis. Despite their
importance, seaweeds lack adequate
conservation and management.

Outlook for seaweeds

Seaweeds are facing immense challenges,
but there is hope in the power of science
and innovation and the tireless efforts of
those working to protect and restore
seaweed habitats. It is now crucial to
recognise seaweeds on the global stage
and secure necessary action and
investment to safeguard a future for our
seaweeds and protect life in our oceans as
we know it.

Read the full report here:

https://globalseaweed.org/
“Seaweeds are extraordinary. A world without seaweeds

means devastation to the functioning and food security of
the Earth as we know it. A world with seaweeds that are
healthy and thriving offers hope of a better future for the
planet.” - ). Brodie, Natural History Museum, London
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The Seaweed Breakthrough aims to protect Guiding Principles of the Seaweed
seaweeds through the United Nations Breakthrough*

Breakthrough Agenda, in line with international
climate, biodiversity and human wellbeing
commitments. It will provide a framework for

The guiding principles provide a Code of
Conduct for all parties who commit to

state and non-state actors to work together to endorsing or joining the Seaweed
safeguard the future of our seaweed habitats Breakthrough initiative, to ensure the
and the millions of livelihoods that depend on targets are reached fairly and equitably:
them globally.

Targets of the Seaweed Breakthrough
Four high-level targets are proposed to
secure a sustainable future for seaweeds:

1. Halt seaweed loss
2. Ensure effective seaweed protection

3. Accelerate seaweed restoration

4. Promote long-term sustainable
finance for seaweeds

Joining the Seaweed Breakthrough

° Commit to the Guiding Principles

° Commit to Action: Pledge to act
towards the Seaweed Breakthrough

° Contribute to the Pool of Experts: We
are compiling a list of experts in
seaweed monitoring, conservation,
restoration, sustainable finance,
socioeconomics and policy to shape
the Seaweed Breakthrough and its
targets. If you are interested in being
part of the pool, please send your CV
and a 250-word summary of your
motivations and experience to
seaweedprotect@nhm.ac.uk.

1.  Prioritise safeguarding nature and
ecosystem function

2. Employ science-based best practices
in decision making

8 Ensure all activities are inclusive,
equitable and just

4.  Ensure all activities empower and
build capacity

5.  Ensure all activities are transparent
and accountable

6. Track and monitor activities to ensure
they comply with Global Biodiversity
Framework indicators

7. Align actions towards policy
coherence

8. Design actions for sustainability,
resilience and adaptability

9. Ensure financing is sustainable and
ethical

10. Enable stakeholders to pioneer new
innovative solutions

For full details of the Guiding
Principles*, how you can pledge,
and more information about the
Seaweed Breakthrough, please

visit: https://globalseaweed.org/
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