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FOREWORD

At a time when the number of hungry people is on the rise, the world is still reeling from 
COVID-19, our ecosystems are degrading and inequalities widening, the presentation 
of the new FAO Strategy on Climate Change 2022-2031 is timely. Setting our agenda 
and guiding our work for the next ten years, the Strategy rests on our vision of climate-
resilient agriculture to transform agrifood systems to be more efficient, more inclusive, 
more resilient and more sustainable, accelerating the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

This new fit-for-purpose FAO Strategy on Climate Change responds to the worldwide 
challenge of tackling the impacts of the climate crisis, while aiming to address a broad 
range of interlinked challenges, including biodiversity loss, desertification, land and 
environmental degradation, the need for accessible, affordable renewable energy, and 
food and water security. Building on the momentum from recent achievements, pledges 
and initiatives reached at UN Climate Conferences and in other global events and fora, the 
Strategy reflects FAO�s strengthened support to Members in their ambitions to implement 
the Paris Agreement and other relevant frameworks.

Sustainable and resilient agrifood systems provide a variety of solutions that respond to 
the climate crisis challenges and contribute to restoring degraded natural and managed 
ecosystems. I believe that holistic, integrated actions, springing from coordinated and 
collective efforts, will make our agrifood systems a central part of the global climate 
solution, and our planet a better place to live, ensuring food security and a more equitable 
future for all. The new Strategy on Climate Change looks beyond only food production by 
considering crops and livestock, forests, fisheries and aquaculture and related value chains, 
livelihoods, biodiversity and ecosystems in a holistic manner, as well as embracing the 
indispensable role of women, youth and Indigenous Peoples, as essential agents of change.

Endorsed by the 170th Session of the FAO Council, this Strategy is also key to delivering 
the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-2031 and accelerating agrifood system-related 
climate actions at global, regional, country and local levels and across sectors. It aims 
to help countries implement their country-driven commitments and plans, including 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), 
ensuring that all actors, especially small-scale producers, are fully enabled, empowered 
and involved in decision-making processes.
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I wish to thank all FAO Members, Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Regional Groups, the Chairs 
of the Council Committees and the Independent Chair of the Council, for their support in 
the professional, transparent and inclusive consultative process to develop the Strategy.

Together we can deliver the new Strategy on Climate Change through game-changing, 
innovative and science-based solutions, through effective collaboration and strong 
partnerships working collectively towards the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Let us join forces to turn the ambitions set out in the Strategy 
for Climate Change into tangible actions and real change to achieve our collective goal of 
the 4 Betters: better production, better nutrition, a better environment and a better life for 
all, leaving no one behind. 

Qu Dongyu
FAO Director-General
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Climate change is a global challenge that requires comprehensive and cross-sectoral 
action, including across agrifood systems. Such action needs to be taken in full 
consideration of international goals and agreements, such as the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and its universally agreed Sustainable Development Goals, 
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and the Paris Agreement. It also 
needs to be rooted in the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable 
development. To accelerate its contribution towards the 2030 Agenda, FAO has, within its 
mandate and comparative advantages, developed a new Strategy on Climate Change for 
the next ten years. The Strategy on Climate Change echoes the recognition of the Paris 
Agreement of the fundamental priority of safeguarding food security and ending hunger. It 
presents the role of agrifood systems as part of the solution to climate change and seeks 
complementarities with the missions of other organizations and related agreements. 

The urgency to act on climate change impacts on agrifood systems has never been 
clearer, as indicated by the latest reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. Agrifood systems must become more resilient to the current and future impacts 
of climate change, learning from good practices to promote transformative adaptation 
policies, plans and actions. The Paris Agreement calls for holding the increase in the 
global average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and pursuing 
efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels. This 
necessitates rapid, deep and sustained reductions in global greenhouse gas emissions, 
including from agrifood systems. Climate action in a coherent manner, as appropriate, 
in accordance with and dependent on national contexts and capacities through agrifood 
systems offers considerable potential to maximise co-benefits of adaptation and 
mitigation, while achieving other Sustainable Development Goals. 

FAO seeks to enhance its support to Members in their efforts with respect to climate 
change adaptation and mitigation, working towards climate-resilient and low-emission 
agrifood systems while striving to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, in 
particular eradicating hunger and malnutrition. Climate action at global, regional, national 
and local levels across agrifood systems is fundamental to their transformation in a 
coherent manner according to, and dependent on, national contexts and capacities, 
including for the pursuit of other environmental, social and economic objectives. 

Based on the FAO Members� request at the 166th Session of the Council for �inclusive 
consultations ahead of the 168th Session of the Council to start the development of 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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the new FAO Strategy on Climate Change� and the support expressed by Members at 
the 168th Session of the Council for the outline and roadmap of the Strategy, FAO has 
developed the new Strategy on Climate Change through an inclusive and consultative 
process engaging FAO Members, FAO experts at headquarters and regional, subregional 
and country offices, and external partners. 

The Strategy on Climate Change builds on the FAO Strategy on Climate Change published 
in 2017, is aligned with and contributes to the implementation of the FAO Strategic 
Framework 2022�31, reflecting FAO�s vision of a world free from hunger and malnutrition 
where food and agriculture contribute to improving the living standards of all, especially 
the poorest, in an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable manner. The 
principles guiding the Strategy on Climate Change and FAO�s climate action emphasize 
inclusiveness, innovation, partnerships, science and evidence as well as the �no-one-
size-fits-all� and system-oriented approaches, with farmers, livestock keepers, fishers, 
aquaculturists, forest-dependent people, food value chain workers, Indigenous Peoples, 
youth, women and their groups, and people in vulnerable situations placed at the centre. 

FAO’s vision for the Strategy  
on Climate Change 
Agrifood systems are sustainable, inclusive, resilient and adaptive to climate 
change and its impacts and contribute to low-emission economies while providing 
sufficient, safe and nutritious foods for healthy diets, as well as other agricultural 
products and services,1 for present and future generations, leaving no one behind.  

1	 Agricultural products and services are from crop-based farming system and livestock systems, forestry, 	
	 fisheries and aquaculture, including related ecosystems. 
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1.	 With the estimated number of people facing hunger rising to 720-811 million in 20202 
and the already tangible impacts of climate change and extreme weather events 
on food security, nutrition and poverty, the urgency to address climate change has 
significantly increased. The food security and nutrition challenges have further grown 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and related containment measures.3 Current analyses 
indicate that hunger and all forms of malnutrition4 will not be eradicated by 2030 
unless bold actions are taken to accelerate progress, especially to sustainably increase 
agricultural productivity and incomes and address inequality in access to safe and 
nutritious food for healthy diets while accelerating climate action5.  

2.	 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development6 set universally agreed Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The Decade of Action to deliver the SDGs called for 
accelerated solutions to the world�s biggest and often intertwined challenges, which 
include poverty and hunger, inequality, climate change, loss of biodiversity, ecosystem 
degradation and desertification. The United Nations Secretary-General�s report �Our 
Common Agenda�7 outlined the transformation of agrifood systems8 as a key action 
area recalling that transforming agrifood systems should be made in a coherent manner, 
as appropriate, in accordance with and dependent on national contexts and capacities.

2	 FAO, International Fund for Agricultural Development, United Nations Children�s Fund, World Food Programme and  
	 World Health Organization. 2021. The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2021: Transforming  
	 Food Systems for Food Security, Improved Nutrition and Affordable Healthy Diets for All. Rome, FAO.  
	 www.fao.org/3/cb4474en/cb4474en.pdf
3	 As footnote 2 above.
4	 FAO. 2021. Vision and strategy for FAO�s Work in Nutrition (in press). Adopted by the 166th Session of the Council  
	 as per paragraph 24(b).
5	 Climate action means stepped-up efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and strengthen resilience and  
	 adaptive capacity to climate-induced impacts. https://sdghelpdesk.unescap.org/learn-more-about-climate-action
6	 United Nations. 2015. Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Adopted: United  
	 Nations General Assembly, 25 September 2015. UNGA A/RES/70/1.
7	 United Nations. 2021. Our Common Agenda: Report of the Secretary-General. New York, United Nations.  
	 www.un.org/en/content/common-agenda-report/assets/pdf/Common_Agenda_Report_English.pdf
8	 The agrifood system covers the journey of food from farm to table � including when it is grown, fished, harvested,  
	 processed, packaged, transported, distributed, traded, bought, prepared, eaten and disposed of. It also 
	 encompasses non-food products that also constitute livelihoods and all of the people as well as the activities, 
	 investments and choices that play a part in getting us these food and agricultural products. In the FAO  
	 Constitution, the term �agriculture� and its derivatives include fisheries, marine products, forestry and primary  
	 forestry products. www.fao.org/3/nf693en/nf693en.pdf
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CLIMATE CHANGE:  
A GLOBAL THREAT TO FOOD  
SECURITY AND NUTRITION

A.  The latest scientific evidence

17	 IPCC. 2021. Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth  
	 Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. V. Masson-Delmotte, P. Zhai, A. Pirani,  
	 S.L. Connors, C. PØan, S. Berger, N. Caud, Y. Chen, L. Goldfarb, M.I. Gomis, M. Huang, K. Leitzell, E. Lonnoy, J.B.R.  
	 Matthews, T.K. Maycock, T. Waterfield, O. Yelekçi, R. Yu and B. Zhou, (eds.). Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.  
	 www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf 
18	 See footnote 17 above. 
19	 IPCC. 2019. Summary for Policymakers. In: IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing  
	 Climate. H.-O. Pörtner, D.C. Roberts, V. Masson-Delmotte, P. Zhai, M. Tignor, E. Poloczanska, K. Mintenbeck,  
	 A. Alegría, M. Nicolai, A. Okem, J. Petzold, B. Rama, N.M. Weyer (eds.).  
	 www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/3/2019/11/03_SROCC_SPM_FINAL.pdf
20	 IPCC. 2022. Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability.  
	 Contribution of Working Group II to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate  
	 Change. H.-O. Pörtner, D.C. Roberts, M. Tignor, E.S. Poloczanska, K. Mintenbeck, A. Alegría, M. Craig, S. Langsdorf,  
	 S. Löschke, V. Möller, A. Okem, B. Rama (eds.). Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.  
	 https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg2/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf

12.	 The contribution of Working Group I to the Sixth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Climate Change 2021: The 
Physical Science Basis17 confirms the unequivocal and unprecedented climate risks 
the planet is facing now and in coming decades from the intensifying heatwaves, 
heavy precipitation and droughts, fires and tropical cyclones that are expected to 
affect all regions of the world. 

13.	 Furthermore, longer-term slow onset changes in climate will affect agrifood 
systems, food production and people�s livelihoods in many ways and require 
accelerated adaptation action. IPCC reports18 19 mention longer-term changes in 
climate, such as an increasing mean temperature, altered seasonality, combined 
heat and drought stress, heavy rain events, water stress, changes in the occurrence 
of pests and diseases, sea level rise and ocean acidification. Moreover, the global 
water cycle will continue to intensify as global temperatures rise, with precipitation 
and surface water flows projected to become more variable over most land regions 
within seasons and from year to year. These will all have impacts on the agricultural 
sectors and related value chains, livelihoods and ecosystems.

14.	 The IPCC report on climate change 202220 states that increasing weather and 
climate extreme events have already exposed millions of people to acute food 

II
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marine heatwaves, shrinking cryosphere and permafrost thaw. Many marine species 
have already undergone shifts in geographical range and seasonal variations in their 
biological cycle in response to ocean warming, sea ice change and biogeochemical 
changes to their habitats. This has resulted in shifts in species composition, 
abundance and biomass production of marine ecosystems from the equator to the 
poles. In many tropical regions, declines in fish and shellfish stocks due to direct 
and indirect effects of global warming and biogeochemical changes have already 
contributed to reduced fisheries catches. 

23	 The Strategy on Climate Change recognizes the objectives of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 	
	 for Food and Agriculture: �the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture  
	 and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, in harmony with the Convention on  
	 Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and food security.�
24	 FAO. 2015. Climate change and food security: risks and responses. Rome, FAO. www.fao.org/3/a-i5188e.pdf

B.  Agrifood systems and climate change

18.	 Agrifood systems already face the challenge of sustainably providing sufficient, 
accessible, affordable, safe and nutritious foods that contribute to healthy diets, 
as well as other raw materials, bioenergy, processed products and services, to 
a growing and urbanizing global population. Climate change, along with other 
drivers, is already undermining the recent progress made in promoting sustainable 
rural livelihoods and fighting against hunger and all forms of malnutrition. At the 
same time, agrifood systems and related livelihoods are affected in the short and 
longer term by the intertwined impact of biodiversity loss (including degradation of 
ecosystems, loss of species and genetic resources erosion23) and competition over 
access to natural resources, which requires an ambitious and coordinated response.

19.	 Climate variability and the increasing frequency and intensity of weather extremes 
due to climate change pose multiple challenges: they aggravate risk and impacts, 
affect all dimensions of food security and nutrition (availability, access, utilization and 
stability), disproportionally impact the social groups in the most vulnerable situations 
and add pressure on land and water resources and fragile agrifood systems and 
ecosystems.24 Urgent actions are needed to reduce climate risk through developing 
capacities in the areas of prevention, anticipation, absorption, adaptation and 
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C.  Harnessing good practices and  
     innovative solutions

27	 FAO, United Nations Development Programme and United Nations Environment Programme. 2021. A Multi- 
	 Billion-Dollar Opportunity. Repurposing Agricultural Support to Transform Food Systems. Rome, FAO.

23.	 To respond to climate challenges, good practices and innovative solutions should 
be harnessed, tailored and piloted in the diverse range of regional, country and 
community contexts within which FAO works, ensuring protection of intellectual 
property rights. Moreover, developing partnerships and capacities for country- and 
local level agrifood innovation systems and their actors is key to co-creating, adapting, 
disseminating, accessing and adopting innovations.

24.	 Science- and evidence-based innovations focusing on climate action � technological, 
financial, policy, legislative, social and institutional � are needed across agrifood 
systems. These solutions often come as packages; for example, scaling up a 
new technology may require conducive policy and legal frameworks, targeted 
financing, closing of the digital divide, social acceptance, and sound governance 
and institutions. Exploring and learning from Indigenous Peoples� food systems 
and integrating local and indigenous knowledge and practices with science-based 
solutions and innovations is also vital.

25.	 To transform agrifood systems, policies supported by good governance and appropriate 
legal and institutional frameworks should stimulate and lower barriers to public and 
private investments and the adoption of good practices, technologies and innovations 
and within its mandate, contribute to the multilateral trading system in line with the 
rules of the World Trade Organization. A critical look at current policies and legislation 
may be needed, including at how incentives might undermine climate and other 
environmental concerns27 or unintentionally exacerbate vulnerability to climate change.

26.	 Accelerating agrifood systems transformation in a coherent manner according to, 
and dependent on, national contexts and capacities also calls for innovative and 
inclusive financing mechanisms and seizing evolving financing options. This requires, 
for example, assessing investment-related risks and applying appropriate risk 

II
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SCOPE OF THE FAO STRATEGY  
ON CLIMATE CHANGE

III

A.  Climate change in the FAO  
      Strategic Framework

32	 BP1: Innovation for sustainable agriculture production; BP2: Blue Transformation; BP4: Small-scale producers�  
	 equitable access to resources; BN2: Nutrition for the most vulnerable; BN3: Safe food for everyone; BE2:  
	 Bioeconomy for sustainable food and agriculture; BL1: Gender equality and rural women�s empowerment; BL2:  
	 Inclusive rural transformation; BL3: Agriculture and food emergencies; BL4: Resilient agrifood systems; and BL5:  
	 Hand-in-Hand initiative.

29.	 The Strategy on Climate Change will be implemented in the context of the FAO 
Strategic Framework 2022�31, which aims to �support the 2030 Agenda through 
the transformation to MORE efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agrifood 
systems for better production, better nutrition, a better environment and a better 
life, leaving no one behind.� Due to the cross-cutting nature of FAO�s climate change 
work, the Strategy on Climate Change is closely linked to these �four betters� and thus 
contributes to their achievement. Four triggers for transforming agrifood systems are 
recognized as priorities: institutions and governance; consumer awareness; income 
and wealth distribution; and innovative technologies and approaches. 

30.	 The four betters reflect the interconnected economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of agrifood systems and as such, encourage a strategic and system-
oriented approach within all FAO interventions, which are articulated in 20 
Programme Priority Areas (PPAs), one of which focuses on climate change: �Climate 
change mitigating and adapted agrifood systems�. Furthermore, climate change is 
directly reflected in 11 other PPAs32 and indirectly embedded in all PPAs.

31.	 The effectiveness and coherence of FAO�s climate change interventions are highly 
dependent on building on the four cross-cutting/cross-sectional �accelerators�: 
technology, innovation, data and complements (governance, human capital and 
institutions); and the cross-cutting themes of gender, youth and inclusion of the FAO 
Strategic Framework 2022�31.
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32.	 The seven FAO core functions33 also shape the delivery of climate action, which 
will be further elaborated in the Action Plan of the Strategy on Climate Change. 
FAO has recently developed mutually reinforcing strategies on themes including 
nutrition, private sector engagement, gender equality, mainstreaming biodiversity 
across agricultural sectors, corporate environmental responsibility, and science and 
innovation. The Strategy on Climate Change and its Action Plan seek connections, 
synergies and complementarities with all of these. 

33	 FAO core functions: 1. Assemble, analyse, monitor and improve access to data and information; 2. Facilitate and  
	 support countries and other partners in the development and implementation of normative and standard setting  
	 instruments; 3. Facilitate, promote and support agrifood systems policy dialogue at global, regional and country  
	 levels; 4. Support institutions at all levels, including through capacity development, to prepare, implement, monitor  
	 and evaluate evidence-based policies and programmes, and leverage investments; 5. Facilitate partnerships and  
	 coalitions for more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agrifood systems; 6. Advise and support activities  
	 that assemble, disseminate and improve the uptake of knowledge, technologies and good practices; and 7.  
	 Advocate and communicate at national, regional and global levels.
34	 Food environments comprise foods available and accessible to people in their surroundings and the nutritional  
	 quality, safety, price, convenience, labelling and promotion of these foods. These environments should ensure that  
	 people have equal and equitable access to sufficient, affordable, safe and nutritious foods that meet dietary needs  
	 and food preferences for an active and healthy life, considering the various physical, social, economic, cultural,  
	 and political factors that influence that access.  
	 CFS 2021/49/INF/14 - The CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition (VGFSyN) (fao.org)

B.  Vision and guiding principles

33.	 The vision and guiding principles of the Strategy on Climate Change provide a lens 
through which FAO�s climate actions will be implemented at global, regional, country 
and local levels.

34.	 VISION. FAO envisions the future state brought about by its climate action: Agrifood 
systems are sustainable, inclusive, resilient and adaptive to climate change and 
its impacts and contribute to low-emission economies while providing sufficient, 
safe and nutritious foods for healthy diets, as well as other agricultural products 
and services, for present and future generations, leaving no one behind.

35.	 GUIDING PRINCIPLES. The Strategy on Climate Change aims to facilitate and scale 
up FAO�s contribution to transforming agrifood systems and dependent livelihoods 
to become more climate resilient, adaptive and low emission. The Strategy on 
Climate Change is founded on the following principles, which are directly linked to 
the FAO Strategic Framework 2022�31: 

i.	 Take an agrifood systems approach. Complex problems call for climate action 
in synergy with action on biodiversity and other environmental and development 
goals that relate to agrifood systems. A system-oriented approach includes 
value chains and their actors from the natural resources base to production, 
processing and marketing, food environment34 and consumption, consumer 
behaviour, food quality and safety, food loss and waste, renewable energy 
generation, energy efficiency and use, and the complex interactions between 
all these. To achieve SDGs 1 and 2, a system-oriented approach is required in 
addressing food security and nutrition concerns that are further exacerbated by 
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III

C.  Theory of Change of the Strategy  
     on Climate Change

36.	 The logic underlying the Strategy on Climate Change is underpinned by an analysis of 
the interaction between a set of Challenges, the Impact and the three Pillars of action 
and their expected Outcomes, as well as a set of assumptions and prerequisites for 
FAO�s climate action.

37.	 The CHALLENGES that are described as underlying causes and consequences 
illustrate the problems that FAO addresses in the Strategy on Climate Change: Climate 
change is severely affecting agrifood systems and related ecosystems and livelihoods 
with negative impacts on poverty, food security and nutrition, while agrifood systems 
also contribute to climate change. FAO Members still require support in their efforts 
to adopt good practices and innovative solutions to address climate resilience, 
adaptation and mitigation for sustainable agrifood systems that are key for meeting 
the growing demand for nutritious and safe food and other agricultural products and 
services. Without urgent action to transform agrifood systems, climate change will 
keep disrupting food production, food security and nutrition and accelerating the loss 
of biodiversity, ecosystem degradation, poverty and inequality as well as potentially 
exacerbate conflicts and displacement, particularly in countries and regions that are 
already highly food insecure, and unsustainable practices across agrifood systems will 
continue contributing to climate change.

FIGURE 1 - Theory of Change
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IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY  
AND MEASURING ITS SUCCESS

V

63.	 FAO will implement the Strategy on Climate Change based on its mandate and 
comparative advantage as the world�s leading agrifood systems knowledge 
agency for normative work, technical cooperation, capacity development, policy 
and dialogue, and supporting action from global to local levels. FAO plays a key 
role in providing: i) international technical expertise across agrifood systems and 
natural resources management associated with an active presence in countries; ii) 
advocacy and normative roles influencing the international debate and global and 
regional agreements, as well as the development of guidelines, tools, approaches 
and standards in a neutral forum; iii) data collection and analysis to support informed 
policies and decision-making, and the development of indicators to monitor progress; 
iv) support to institutional development, governance and planning; and v) support 
to Members in mobilizing public and private resources, investment support and 
promotion of South-South cooperation. Furthermore, FAO offers an invaluable 
and neutral platform for the science-policy-practice interface, supporting the 
implementation of various international initiatives, agreements and treaties, and 
helping to put science into practice. FAO�s normative role combined with its broad 
technical and policy expertise in natural resources management and all aspects of the 
agricultural sectors places FAO at the forefront of facilitating dialogue and exchange 
of experience and knowledge and supporting Members and partners in climate action 
across agrifood systems.

64.	 An Action Plan will be developed to guide the implementation of the FAO Strategy on 
Climate Change 2022�2031. To enable monitoring and reporting at Member countries� 
request on the progress and impact of the Strategy on Climate Change implementation, 
the Action Plan will comprise outcomes, outputs, indicators, targets, timelines and 
responsibilities. This will entail setting specific indicators and targets for FAO�s climate 
action that are adequately disaggregated to capture the effects and impacts of 
interventions on different population segments, including on men, women, youth, 
Indigenous Peoples and marginalized groups. These indicators and targets will � to the 
extent possible � be harmonized with those of the FAO Strategic Framework 2022�31 
and its PPAs as well as the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs. They will also be aligned with the 
Paris Agreement milestones and the Sendai Framework monitoring system and with 
the ongoing work on the development of international adaptation metrics.
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GLOSSARY

Adaptive capacity 

(IPCC, 2022b). The ability of systems, 
institutions, humans and other 
organisms to adjust to potential damage, 
to take advantage of opportunities, or to 
respond to consequences

Agrifood systems 

(FAO, 2021c). The agrifood system 
covers the journey of food from farm 
to table � including when it is grown, 
fished, harvested, processed, packaged, 
transported, distributed, traded, bought, 
prepared, eaten and disposed of. It 
also encompasses non-food products 
that also constitute livelihoods and all 
of the people as well as the activities, 
investments and choices that play a part 
in getting us these food and agricultural 
products. In the FAO Constitution, the 
term �agriculture� and its derivatives 
include fisheries, marine products, 
forestry and primary forestry products.

Agroecological approach 

(FAO, 2019c). Agroecology is one 
approach, among others, to contribute to 
feeding sustainably a growing population 
and support countries in achieving 
SDGs. Agroecology considers the 
interactions among key environmental, 
social and economic characteristics that 
are typical of diversified agricultural 
systems. It recognizes the great 
potential of knowledge sharing, and 
deepened understanding, that favour 

the behavioural changes in food systems 
that are required for sustainable 
agriculture to become a reality. 

Biological diversity 

(CBD, 1992). The variability among 
living organisms from all sources, 
including terrestrial, marine and other 
aquatic ecosystems and the ecological 
complexes of which they are part: 
this includes diversity within species, 
between species and of ecosystems. 

Capacity development 

(FAO, 2019b). System-wide capacity 
development aims to achieve more 
impactful, transformational and 
sustainable results at scale by enabling 
countries to own and lead their 
endogenous development process 
aligned with national priorities. 
Operationally, system-wide capacity 
development interdependently enables 
and empowers people, strengthens 
organizations, networks, collective 
action mechanisms and multi-
stakeholder processes as well as fosters 
a more conducive enabling policy and 
governance environment.  










